Warlpiri Kin Relations

Activity A.  Read and discuss.

1. Read the excerpt Section 4 from Asher.

2. Take a couple of minutes to discuss the reading.

[image: image1.emf]
Activity B. Explore the Warlpiri Kin Relations 

Rules for the Warlpiri Kin Relations

1. The system has 8 sections.

2. Each person belongs to a section.

3. Preferred marriages take place with a person from another specified section (more detail coming on this).

4. The children of a marriage are in another section, which depends on the section of the mother (more detail coming on this).

We label the sections 1, …, 8.  See diagram below.
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· An equal sign indicates marriage partners.

· Each arrow points from the mother’s section to the child’s section.

Example:  A man in section 1 marries a woman in section 5.  There children are in section 7.

Activity 1.

1. A woman in section 6 marries can marry a man in what section?  What section are their children in?

2. A man in section 8 marries can marry a woman in what section?  What section are their children in?

3. If we start with a woman in section 1, we can trace her heritage back through consecutive generations of women.  What section is her mother in?  And her mother’s mother? And so on…Go back several generations. Determine if there is some pattern or repetition in the generations. 
4. Repeat question 3 starting with another section.

5. What you’ve identified in questions 3 and 4 are called matricycles.  How many different matricycles are there?  Why?

Notice that the cycles you’ve identified do not have sections in common.  Anthropologists refer to a group of sections with this property as a moity.  Because of the mother relationship, each matricycle is called a matrimoeity.  “The Warlpiri guidelines for interpersonal relations depend primarily on matrimoiety; interaction is relatively free with those in the same matrimoiety, while very elaborate conventions apply to interaction with those in the other matrimoeity.
”  
6.  What questions do you have about the mathematical ideas? About the kin system? About the Warlpiri?
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� Adapted from Ethnomathematics: A Multicultural View of Mathematical Ideas. M. Asher. 1991. Chapman & Hall/CRC.  Pages 70-74.   Activity developed by J. Novak


� Ethnomathematics, M. Ascher, pg 71





